




NSCC students Asash Pandey and Maria Cecilia Jorge Maciel enjoy the 2017 
B.E.S.T conference. Akash was also the winner of the Pitch Competition!

Over 40 NSCC international students participated in 

the conference, which is a unique partnership between 

NSCC, MSVU, Edunova, Venor Youth Employment 

and this year, Scotiabank (who have joined as 

lead sponsor). Another new addition for this year’s 

conference was the participation of the cohort of 

50 “Stay in Nova Scotia” students (including 5 NSCC 

students) from across the province. The study and stay 

in Nova Scotia program managed by Edunova provides 

enhanced support for international students to launch 

a successful career in Nova Scotia after graduation.

“I too, want to echo the appreciation for this event. 

I am very impressed by the dedication and student-

centric focus that all of you all bring to the table 

and I look forward to continue working with you 

in the future!” -Jeffrey R. Taylor, Ph.D., Associate 

Vice President, Applied Research, Innovation and 

International, NSCC.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
AMBASSADORS 

NSCC International is piloting an International Student 

Ambassador program at the Akerley and Waterfront 

Campuses this year. The goal of this program is to 

make international and immigrant students at these 

campuses feel welcome and included in campus and 

community life.

Our ambassadors are (from Left): Laura Loiseau, Boulanger program, 
Akerley Campus; Mohammad Al Masalama, Tourism Management, 
Akerley Campus; Cecilia Maciel, Business Administration, Waterfront 
Campus; Erica Meus-Saunders, Screen Arts, Waterfront Campus; Akash 
Pandey, Graphic & Print Production, Waterfront Campus; and Ben Smith, 
Screen Arts, Waterfront Campus.

The annual Christmas Party for international students 

was held on December 14 at the Akerley Campus. 

The event was planned and organized by Tourism 

Management students in the Festival & Events class 

and the delicious food was made by Culinary Arts 

students. The party was a great way to end the 

semester and celebrate the holiday season. 

Intl Students xmas party.

What happens when  
you have 2 Ministers,  
1 mayor, 20+ institutional 
representatives and 
private sector partners, 
and over 200 international 
students in one place… 
the BEST conference.



CONTACT US

NSCC International

5685 Leeds St. Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 2T3

Phone: 1-902-491-3387

Fax: 1-902-491-1662

international@nscc.ca

VISIT US AT WWW.INTERNATIONAL.NSCC.CA

What is your name? Mohammad Al Masalma

Do you have any nicknames? My close friends 

call me Juanito (Spanish) or Hamouda

Where are you from: I am from Syria, from a city 

called Daraa in the south of Syria

What and where are/were you studying? I have 

an English literature degree from Damascus University, 

Syria. Now I am studying Tourism Management 

at NSCC.

Favourite activity you’ve done in Nova Scotia? 

Since I’ve been here I’ve done different things from 

going to Hockey games, visiting different tourist 

sights, but my favorite thing until now is hiking.

Favourite food in Nova Scotia? I had always heard 

about poutine before I came here but garlic fingers is 

now my favorite meal.

What do you find most different between Nova 

Scotia and home? The whole life is different for me, 

from school, public transit and the culture.

STUDENT VOICE

Mohammad Al Masalma is NSCC’s fi rst sponsored student through the WUSC 
Student Refugee Program


