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FROM KILIMANJARO TO 
KEJIMKUJIK

The group gets an opportunity to participate in a “Petroglyphs and Mi’kmaw 
History” tour while visiting Kejimkujik National Park. Pictured here with their 
interpreter Nick.

According to Tanzanian faculty member Mr. Selemani 
Mbaga, “we have to find the way in which we can collect 
information of our ancestors, to train our students 
to become good interpreters”. In July 2016 eight 
faculty members from two campuses of the Vocational 
Education Training Authority (VETA) in Tanzania came to 
NSCC for study tours and training to do just that. 

The group was at NSCC as part of two projects funded 
by the Government of Canada through Colleges and 
Institutes Canada called “Improving Skills through 
Employment Program” (ISTEP). One project is  
supporting VETA Hotel and Tourism Training Institute 
(VHTTI) in Arusha, Tanzania to create a new tourism 
operations diploma program and short courses, and  
the other is supporting the VETA Mikumi campus to 
create a new eco-cultural tourism certificate program 
and short courses. 

The Tanzanians are here to participate in NSCC 
Community College Education Diploma Program 
(CCEDP) courses, workshops and tourism study tours 
with NSCC employees, and senior staff from museums 
and libraries in Nova Scotia. In addition, Mr. Ludovic 
Saronga, African wildlife expert and tour guiding 
instructor, facilitated three public presentations on 
wildlife and culture in Tanzania at the South Shore  
Public Library, Kejimkujik National Park and the Halifax 
Public Library.

Tanzanian faculty from Mikumi and Arusha meet with NSCC President, Don 
Bureaux, during their time in Nova Scotia.

NSCC has been actively working with colleagues from 
VETA Tanzania on capacity building projects and student 
and faculty led international learning programs since 
2008. Dozens of NSCC employees and students have 
had the opportunity to learn and share experiences 
together in Tanzania and in Nova Scotia over the years, 
and in 2015 the Canadian Bureau for International 
Education (CBIE) awarded the Panorama Award for 
excellence in international education to NSCC and VETA 
for our Mikumi solar project.

Blogs written by the Tanzanians about their time at 
NSCC can be found here:  
http://international.nscc.ca/country/Canada/



PREPARE. LEARN. GO. 
GROW. REPEAT.

All the NSCC students and employees who participated in International 
Learning Programs in 2016 at the pre-departure conference held at the IT 
Campus. NSCC Vice President, Learner & College Development, Cathy 
MacLean and NSCC Foundation Executive Director, Frank Lockington took 
part in this exciting day.

In 2016, over 80 students and 10 employees went abroad 
through a variety of programs and projects at NSCC. 
From Cuba to Austria to Vietnam, students experienced 
life-changing opportunities that will help build their 
portfolio and provide necessary employability skills. 

“As the world becomes smaller and more international, 
the relationships I’ve formed will give me an absolute 
advantage. The opportunity that NSCC has offered me 
with this experience and learning experience is fantastic 
and I am honoured to have been chosen for this program. 
I highly recommend going abroad with NSCC if they have 
any interest in expanding their knowledge and horizons 
beyond Nova Scotia,” says Cai Duncan, a Business,

NSCC Engineering Technology students hard at work during the 2016 Mikumi 
Solar Water Project in Tanzania.

 
Administration student from the Waterfront Campus who 
participated in the Entrepreneurship Summer Program in 
Aberdeen, Scotland. Students and employees work for 
most of the academic year to prepare for their program 
through group work, an online pre-departure course, and 
an in-person pre-departure conference. Once again this 

year students were provided with bursaries towards the 
cost of their program from the NSCC Foundation and 
NSCC International - externally funded projects.

 “I really couldn’t ask for a more inclusive and amicable 
team to be a part of. I feel honoured to work alongside 
a group of strong problem solvers to improve the water 
quality here at VETA (Mikumi) in a sustainable and 
reproducible manner. I hope that we can achieve success 
with our prototypes and encourage the implementation of 
solar water systems in other regions,” expresses Elizabeth 
Robinson an Environmental Engineering Technology 
student who worked on the Mikumi Solar Water Project 
in Tanzania.

International experience, Teamwork, cross-cultural, 
communication, adaptability, and self-reflection are just 
some of the skills and attributes these students and 
employees gain when they return from abroad. You don’t 
need to take our word for it though, check out their blogs 
www.international.nscc.ca/category/blog.

NSCC RANKED 
#1 WORLDWIDE
NSCC is ranked #1 in student experience according to 
the 2015/2016 International Student Barometer (ISB) 
survey, compared to 174 colleges and universities 
worldwide (including 22 in Canada). This means NSCC 
ranked first overall in teaching, studies and facilities. 

“I am truly in love with the great work that NSCC 
International has been doing for the 2015 international 
students. The orientations were more than amazing, and 
they certainly made us feel like they care about our well-
being in Canada,” says an international student in last 
year’s ISB survey. Congratulations to everyone across 
all 13 campuses who have worked with international 
students and helped them make NSCC their home!

NSCC VP INVITED TO 
DELIVER KEYNOTE 
GRADUATION ADDRESS  
IN GRENADA
The successful partnership with TA Marryshow 
Community College (TAMCC) in Grenada continued in July 
when Cathy MacLean, NSCC Vice President of Learner 
and College Development delivered the feature address at 
the annual convocation in Grenada. 

“Our two Colleges have built an amazing partnership 
over the past four years. The exchange of information on 
curriculum, ideas, cultural understanding, and teachings, 
not to mention everything we’ve gotten to learn from each 
other, has helped us all grow as educational professionals, 
as individuals, and has expanded our horizons as a 
College,” said Cathy during her speech.

Dr. James Britton, Principal of TA Marryshow Community College and Cathy 
MacLean, NSCC VP Learner and College Development. 

In addition, meetings were held with senior 
representatives at the Grenadian Ministry of Education 
and TAMCC. All parties expressed strong interest to 
continue and strengthen the partnership between NSCC 
and TAMCC. To that extent NSCC has recently received 
approval for two Government of Canada scholarships 
that will allow two culinary arts students from TAMCC 
to spend the 2016/17 academic year at the Lunenburg 
Campus in Bridgewater.

Over the past three years 15 NSCC students and 4 
faculty have participated in the Cultural Entrepreneurship 
and Documentation Program at TAMCC and since 2013 
a total of 6 TAMCC students have gone to NSCC on 
Government of Canada funded scholarships. 

INTERNATIONAL & NEW 
CANADIAN STUDENT 
ORIENTATIONS
International & New Canadian Student Orientations took 
place on Thursday, September 1 at NSCC campuses 
across the province. Approximately 70 students from over 
20 countries participated in this year’s orientations, which 
provided a warm welcome and gave students a chance 
to meet other students, staff and faculty, explore the 
campus and ask questions before classes started.

Many thanks to the Student Services staff who 
coordinated each orientation and to the student and staff 
volunteers who made the day a success!

NSCC international and new Canadian students during orientation day in Halifax

“The exchange 
of information on 
curriculum, ideas, cultural 
understanding and 
teachings, not to mention 
everything we’ve gotten 
to learn from each other, 
has helped us all grow as 
educational professionals, 
as individuals, and has 
expanded our horizons as 
a College”

“I highly recommend 
going abroad with NSCC 
if they have any interest in 
expanding their knowledge 
and horizons beyond  
Nova Scotia.”



CONTACT US

NSCC International

5685 Leeds St. Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 2T3

Phone: 1-902-491-3387

Fax: 1-902-491-1662

international@nscc.ca

VISIT US AT WWW.INTERNATIONAL.NSCC.CA

Full Name: Tom Mboya Samuel

Nickname: Tommy G

Where are you from: Born in Kenya, high school 
in Tanzania.

What and where are you studying: Graduated from 
Mechanical Engineering Technology, NSCC Waterfront 
Campus and now a student at UNB, Mechanical 
Engineering.

Favorite activity in Tanzania: Interacting with the local 
students and staff, sharing stories about Canada and 
explaining what we were trying to accomplish. Waking up 
at 6 a.m. everyday, having breakfast and working on the 
solar water project.

Favorite food in Tanzania: Fish curry and chapati/rice.

What do you find most different between Nova 
Scotia and Tanzania: Generally, people are more 
friendly in Tanzania than in Nova Scotia. The weather 
of course is very different, people dream of snow in 
Tanzania and contribute positively to their society.

STUDENT VOICE

Tom participated in the 2016 Mikumi Solar Water Project in Tanzania.


