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MIKUMI SOLAR PROJECT 
WINS NATIONAL AWARD

All of those who worked hard to make the Mikumi Solar Project a success  
gathered together to celebrate the CBIE Excellence Award at the NSCC 
Waterfront Campus.

This November, NSCC and the Vocational Education and 
Training Authority in Mikumi, Tanzania won the Canadian 
Bureau for International Education’s Panorama Award 
for excellence in international education! The award 
was accepted by NSCC International and Solar Project 
participant (2015) and NSCC student Kelly Krawchuk at 
CBIE’s annual conference in Niagara Falls.

“Participating in this project gave me confidence in 
my own abilities that I might not have had before just 
learning all these skills in a classroom or a lab setting. 
But now I have actually had the opportunity to know, 
yes, I really can do this in the real world,” said Kelly 
Krawchuk.

May 2016 will mark the third consecutive year a team 
of NSCC engineering technology/technician students 
and faculty will implement a solar energy themed project 
on campus at VETA Mikumi. In 2014, a team of faculty 
and students from NSCC and VETA Mikumi campus 
worked together to design and install a small-scale 
solar electrical system on campus. In May 2015, the 
team (which included a member of the NSCC facilities 

department) designed and installed a solar powered 
water pumping system. This year, the project is to 
design and install a solar pasteurization system and 
weather station with a team of two NSCC faculty (one 
from environmental engineering technology, and one 
from energy sustainability engineering technology) and 
nine students from a range of trades and technology 
backgrounds. The students self-fund their participation, 
and NSCC International funds faculty participation and a 
modest equipment budget for the project from external 
project funds.

NSCC student and Solar Project participant 2015, Kelly Krawchuk and NSCC 
International’s Kellie McMullin accept the CBIE Panorama Award for Excellence in 
International Education on behalf of NSCC. CBIE CEO Karen McBride and board 
member Nancy Johnston presented the honour. 

Through the project, curriculum modules have been 
developed on various aspects of these projects, 
including skills training in installation, maintenance and 
repair of small scale solar systems, to enhance electrical 
trades, technician and technology training programs. 
Entrepreneurship, problem solving and teamwork are 
all valuable “soft skills” that have been gained by the 
Canadian and Tanzanian students through the hands on 
project based learning. With the growth of the small-
scale household solar power industry, these skills will be 
in demand for students to create their own employment 
or work for larger companies. Continued



A big thank you to all the students, faculty and staff from 
both NSCC and VETA Mikumi who have played 
a role in attributing to the success of this project.  
For more information check out this video 
found on the NSCC International YouTube channel  
https://youtu.be/3w0Q1Yv0ols

TANZANIA PROJECT 
UPDATE

“Its amazing to be back and to see all the positive 
changes and developments on campus and in the 
local tourism industry,” said Burridge Campus faculty 
member Tony Dorrian in January. He returned to the VETA 
Mikumi campus in Tanzania for NSCC’s new Improving 
Skills Training for Employment Program (ISTEP) project 
inception and planning mission with Kellie McMullin and 
Katie Orr from NSCC International.

 

The team from VETA Mikumi and NSCC plan for the future Eco-Tourism project 
during the Inception Mission in January. 

Tony was engaged in project planning and tourism 
student experiential learning projects at the beginning 
of NSCC’s first Colleges and Institutes Canada (CiCAN) 
project with VETA Mikumi, to enhance the Mikumi Tour 
Guiding diploma program. “It was great to reconnect with 
the faculty and students here, see the new campus visitor 
information centre and ICT lab as well as the solar power 
systems!” said Tony. 

The project will focus on development of a new diploma 
and short courses related to Ecotourism. This will be 
NSCC’s fourth Government of Canada funded CiCAN 
partnership project with the VETA system, which have 
already created international learning opportunities for 
dozens of NSCC employees in Tanzania and at NSCC 
over the past five years.

Arusha VHTTI project

“These opportunities provide me a greater connection to 
the world we live in,” NSCC Culinary Arts and Hospitality 
Management Manager Ted Grant said of his second 
NSCC International assignment with the VETA Hotel and 
Tourism Training Institute (VHTTI) in Arusha, Tanzania. 

Donnie MacDonald and Joachim Lekule from the VETA Hotel and NSCC’s 
Tourism Training Institute during project work in Arusha last November.

Ted travelled with Akerley campus faculty member Donnie 
MacDonald and Katie Orr from NSCC International to 
complete the ISTEP project labour market study with 
VHTTI Principal Flora Hakika, ISTEP Project Manager Willy 
Massam and the four VHTTi faculty who participated in 
CCEDP and other training at NSCC in July 2015. The 
team met with industry and government representatives, 
employers, and VHTTI staff, students and alumni to 
determine the priority areas for course development for a 
new diploma in tour operations. 

Morogoro MVTTC project

In January AVC Campus faculty member Kathleen Stewart 
and Burridge Campus faculty member Dave Arthur 
completed an ICT situational analysis at the Morogoro 
Vocational Teacher Training Centre (MVTTC). This 
assignment is part of a CiCAN ISTEP project led by Bow 
Valley College in partnership with NSCC and MVTTC.

Dave and Kathleen are helping ISTEP Project Manager 
Dickson Mkasanga and other staff at MVTTC set up 
an online learning platform using the Moodle learning 
management system to ramp up their teacher training 
and meet the growing demand across Tanzania.



CARIBBEAN UPDATE
Over the past few months, NSCC employees have been 
invited to participate in some exciting opportunities in 
the Caribbean. In January, a team from NSCC travelled 
to Grenada to have final meetings in the completion of 
a very productive three year project (CAR-03 CARICOM 
Education for Employment) focusing on the development 
of a program in creative and cultural industries with 
partner institution T.A. Marryshow Community College 
(TAMCC). Activities included the delivery of a social 
media marketing workshop, the filming of a documentary 
about the success of the project, planning for the 
next partnership phase and review of the developed 
curriculum. NSCC and TAMCC also hosted a reception to 
celebrate the successful completion of the project. 

In St. Kitts, Jennifer Archer (NSCC Manager of the 
School of Access) delivered a one week workshop on 
Prior Learning and Recognition. This activity is part 
of the joint partnership project (CAR-09 CARICOM 
Education for Employment) with local partner Clarence 
Fitzroy Bryant College (CFBC) and Canadian partner the 
Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture focused on agri-business 
management. The workshop, which was delivered to 
participants from CFBC, local Government entities  
and a number of adult education providers, was very  
well received.

Participants from the PLAR workshop delivered in St. Kitts in January.

“NSCC International is to be commended for the inspiring 
work they are doing throughout the world, building 
connections between individuals, schools, communities 
and countries, increasing the capacity of all parties to 
engage with, contribute to and thrive in our amazing, 
complex, and constantly changing world,” said Jennifer 
Archer upon completion of her work in St. Kitts. 

Another on-going project has NSCC partnering with 
Sector Skills Development Agency in St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines, Dominica State College in Dominica, College 
of the Rockies and Bow Valley College (both Canadian 
partners). This project (CAR-18 CARICOM Education for 
Employment) focuses on pre-technology and NSCC was 
fortunate to have Don Jardine (Academic Chair, NSCC 
School of Trades and Technology) co-facilitate two 
workshops in Dominica and Saint Vincent, and 
the Grenadines.

Finally, in December 2015 a team from NSCC and the 
Fisheries and Marine Institute of Memorial University 
of Newfoundland travelled to Anguilla to facilitate work 
with partner Anguilla Community College (ACC) on the 
creation of an Operational Plan. NSCC participants 
included Ted Grant (Manager, Culinary Arts and 
Hospitality Management) who collected information 
related to culinary and hospitality programming at ACC 
and Kellie McMullin (International Learning Associate) who 
completed a similar assignment related to the marketing 
and promotion of ACC and its programs.

All above C-EFE projects are co-funded by the 
Government of Canada and managed by Colleges and 
Institutes Canada. Funding for the Anguilla project is 
provided by the Caribbean Development Bank. 

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT CHRISTMAS 
PARTY!

Our international students 
gathered for NSCC’s 
annual Christmas party at 
the Akerley Campus on 
December 15th. The event 
was organized by tourism 
students from the Festivals 
& Events class and 
catered by students in the 
Culinary Arts, Boulanger 
& Baking and Pastry Arts 
programs. Our guests 

enjoyed the festive photo booth, the amazing food, 
NSCC International’s annual video contest and the 
chance to celebrate the end of the semester and the 
holiday break. Special thanks to the Akerley campus 
faculty, staff and talented students who made the event 
a great success!



CONTACT US

NSCC International

5685 Leeds St. Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 2T3

Phone: 1-902-491-3387

Fax: 1-902-491-1662

international@nscc.ca

VISIT US AT WWW.INTERNATIONAL.NSCC.CA

Full Name: Nigel Peters.

Nickname: “My Child”—that’s what my mother 
calls me. 

Where are you from: The Commonwealth of Dominica 
“Nature Island of the Caribbean”.

What and where are you studying: Tourism 
Management at NSCC Akerley. Tourism Studies  
at Dominica State College.

Favorite activity you do in Nova Scotia: I just started 
playing Badminton, and I am having a lot of fun. 

Favorite food: Donairs! Just love ‘em!

What do you find most different in Nova Scotia 
as compared to the Caribbean: Nova Scotia offers 
everyone, in this diverse society, an opportunity to be his 
or herself without fear or prejudice. I have been able to 
observe first hand the benefits of not placing a person in 
the proverbial box, which generally restricts expression 
and a sense of self. I believe if the Caribbean embraces 
this approach, many persons would better be able to 
contribute positively to their society. 

STUDENT VOICE


