
International

PASSPORTS
Summer Newsletter 2017

GO. . .LEARN. . .GROW!
In 2017, NSCC sent a record number of students and 
faculty abroad through a variety of International Learning 
projects around the world. Over 100 students and 15 
faculty went to locations such as Cuba, Belize, Grenada, 
the Cayman Islands, Peru, Ecuador, Scotland, the 
Netherlands, Austria, Vietnam and Tanzania! 

Travelling abroad gives students the opportunity to 
learn about the world outside of Nova Scotia and 
gives them innovative and creative ideas to bring back 
home and implement into the workforce. Skills such as 
communication, adaptability and teamwork are only a 
few of the things students and graduates will be able to 
add to their portfolios giving them an edge when looking 
for a job.

“Overall, this experience has shaped a better form of who 
I stand to be today. I have gained important connections 
with other individuals in Tanzania and these relationships 
are something I hold of strong value. I am a little bit 
more confident in my knowledge of this part of the world 
as well as my ability to setup and conduct interviews. 
This trip has positively influenced myself professionally 
and personally. I have absolutely loved participating in 
the 2017 Oral History Interpretation and Documentation 
program in Tanzania,” explains Courtney Bolivar, Screen 
Arts 2017 graduate at the NSCC Waterfront Campus. 

Faculty led programs such as the Mikumi Solar Water 
Project in Tanzania and the Women in Entrepreneurship 
program in Peru allows NSCC teachers to work with 
students outside of the classroom on an international 
applied project building their portfolios with the ability to 
bring this learning back to their classrooms.

“Thank you to NSCC International for the unique 
learning experience. I look forward to the next 
opportunity for #learningabroad to continue my journey 
of #lifelonglearning. When I can develop my skills 
and provide opportunity for students to do the same, 
#weallwin,” says Luella Chiasson, NSCC Business  
faculty and lead of the Women in Entrepreneurship 
program in Peru.

Luella Chiasson enjoys the view during the Women in Entrepreneurship 
Program in Arequipa Peru.
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A record number of NSCC students and faculty went abroad in 2017. 
Pictured  here at the 2017 Pre-Departure Conference.



NSCC WINS TWO NEW 
PROJECTS IN KENYA
NSCC has been successful in winning two Colleges 
and Institutes Canada/Government of Canada funded 
Kenya Education For Employment Program (KEFEP) 
projects in Kenya in partnership with Camosun College 
in Victoria BC. The KEFEP projects build on the success 
of previous CICAN “education for employment” projects 
that NSCC has implemented in Peru, the Caribbean, 
Mozambique and Tanzania. The KEFEP 5 project with 
Kenya Coast National Polytechnic in Mombasa has a 
focus on enhancing teaching, curriculum and industry 
connectedness in electrical and hospitality programs. 

The KEFEP 7 project with the Kenya University and 
College Central Placement Service (KUCCPS) is focused 
on rebranding TVET education for greater appeal to 
prospective students. 

Working on rebranding TVET education in Kenya! Participants from 
KUCCPS, Camosun College and NSCC in June.

 
“It was great to have you here in Kenya. The partnership 
we have just initiated will surely extend borders for all of 
us,” said KUCCPS CEO John Muraguri. 

Planning missions took place in Kenya in June with Kellie 
McMullin and Katie Orr and Tony Dorrian (Access Faculty, 
Burridge Campus) and colleagues from Camosun. The 
projects will create international learning opportunities for 
NSCC employees and students over the next three years. 

TUNASABABISHA - NSCC 
IS MAKING IT HAPPEN  
IN TANZANIA

NSCC students and employees were active in Tanzania in 
May with Colleges and Institutes Canada ISTEP projects 
in Morogoro, Mikumi and Arusha. Mary Thompson 
(Principal, Burridge Campus), Donnie MacDonald (tourism 
faculty, Akerley Campus) and Andrew Stevens (Academic 
Chair, Akerley Campus) taught a short course on 
supervisory management at the VETA Hotel and Tourism 
Training Institute (VHTTI) in Arusha. 

Paul Tweed (IT services, Cumberland Campus) and Matt 
Redmond (IT Faculty, Truro Campus) teamed up to do 
equipment setup and training for a new online learning 
management system for the Morogoro Vocational Teacher 
Training College. 

“NSCC does have a footprint worldwide, it’s good to be 
part of the team!” said Paul Tweed about his experience 
in Tanzania. 

NSCC and Mikumi VTC students share a special Open House day  
in Tanzania.

 
Janet Hawkwood (Screen Arts Faculty, Waterfront 
Campus), Kellie McMullin (NSCC International) and 
NSCC students completed an oral history documentation 
project and short course with VHTTI students and faculty 
in Arusha and at Mikumi VTC 
(https://youtu.be/ZF1WISh_exU). 

Scott Henderson (ESET Faculty, AVC), Ken Bryden 
(Environmental Engineering Technology Faculty, 
Waterfront Campus) and nine NSCC collaborated with 
students and faculty from the Mikumi VTC on the fourth 
installment of the Mikumi Solar Water project.



NSCC students and faculty were able to participate in 
an open house at Mikumi VTC which included a special 
traditional music, dance and theatre performance to 
promote the new “eco-cultural tourism” certificate 
program that Mikumi staff are developing with support 
from NSCC. Hundreds of students from nearby schools, 
local dignitaries and officials and the Colleges and 
Institutes Canada Senior Technical Advisor Dr. Alan 
Copeland joined in on the fun. The theme word for 
the day: “tunasababisha” means “we make it happen”  
is a fitting tribute to the NSCC-VETA partnership over  
the years. 

“The NSCC and VETA Mikumi student projects were great 
and we had a wonderful time chatting to the students, all 
of whom were totally engaged in learning and doing. There 
were over 500 high school students at the event which is 
a tribute to VETA Mikumi’s marketing initiatives (and the 
T shirts are safi sana!),” said Dr. Alan Copeland of CiCan 
after spending the day at the event. 

UPDATES FROM AUSTRIA 
AND GERMANY
In May and June NSCC employees participated in a 
number of events at two of our partner institutions in 
Austria and Germany. In May Luella Chiasson, Faculty 
in the School of Business was a guest lecturer at the 
International Teaching Days event and also, presented a 
poster session at the Cross-cultural Business Conference 
at the Steyr Campus of the Upper Austria University of 
Applied Sciences. 

From right to left - Dr. Etienne Mfoumou, Dr. Hans-Peter Huber, 
Projektmanager Medizintechnik-Cluster Business Upper Austria, Jamie 
Hartling and Zoran Kondali.  
In June Christena Goyetche from the Strait Campus 
participated in the International Days – Crossroads in 
Social Work at the Linz Campus of the same University. 
During the same week Dr. Etienne Mfoumou, Applied 
Research, and Jamie Hartling, Academic Chair from the IT 

Campus participated in the International Summer 
Workshop on IT Education and Research at the 
Hagenberg Campus of this University. Meetings with 
Austrian counterparts were also held at all four  
Campuses, including the Wels Campus, to discuss  
new partnership possibilities. 

In addition, Dr. Mfoumou and Zoran Kondali from the 
International Office visited the Applied University in 
Landshut, Germany to initiate different collaboration 
initiatives with this new partner. All the above activities 
were supported by external funding through NSCC 
International and the Austrian partner university.

CREATING WELCOMING 
CAMPUS COMMUNITIES
25 NSCC employees participated in the “working with 
international students” workshop in May. Participants 
included campus based faculty and student services  
staff along with employees from admissions and 
recruitment teams.

The workshop is offered each year by NSCC International 
in partnership with Organizational Learning to help build 
capacity for building welcoming campus communities 
for our growing international and immigrant student 
population. A highlight of the workshop is a panel of 
international and immigrant students who share their 
NSCC experiences. 

The course is facilitated by well-known international 
educators Sonja Knutson (Memorial University), Ben Yang 
(Wilfred Laurier University) and Alison Cummings (Queen’s 
University) along with Katie Orr, Ashley Pinsent-Tobin and 
Crystal Taylor (Director, Office of Diversity and Inclusion) 
from NSCC. 

NSCC employees take part in a workshop to help create more welcoming 
campus communities for international and immigrant students.



NSCC International

5685 Leeds St. Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 2T3

Phone: 1-902-491-3387

Fax: 1-902-491-1662

international@nscc.ca

VISIT US AT WWW.INTERNATIONAL.NSCC.CA

What is your name? My name is James Veres. 

Do you have any nicknames? Not that I know of? 

Where are you from: I’m from the Kentville of the County 
of Kings, Nova Scotia.

What and where are/were you studying? I recently 
graduated the Adult Learning Program at Akerley Campus 
in May of 2017. I’m awaiting acceptance into the Social 
Services Program at Waterfront Campus. Fingers crossed 
for September 2017 but who knows.

Favourite activity you’ve done in Grenada? My 
favourite activity in Grenada? Well that’s a tough one.  
We did so much in such a short period of time. It’s hard 
to pick just one activity!

For me, it would have to be working with my group. 
On our first day meeting the other students at T.A. 
Marryshow Community College, the teams from NSCC 
& TAMCC were mixed and separated into three smaller 
groups. This was when I met my amazing counterparts 
from Grenada. My team was so focused, fun, goal 
oriented, and driven. We meshed so quickly and were 
very supportive of each other. It was truly a blessing to 
have such like-minded partners to work with. 

Favourite food in Grenada? So this is going to sound 
odd but my favourite food in Grenada was two food 
groups. Particularly the vegetables and fruits. So when 
you eat a tomato you think, “It will taste the same in 
Grenada as it would in Canada”. Wrong. In Grenada,  
a tomato tastes like how a tomato is supposed to taste.  
We in Canada are the odd ones out. It’s so much more 
fresh, crisp, sweet and overall delicious. The fresh fruit, 
don’t get me started! 

What do you find most different between Nova 
Scotia and Grenada? What really caught me off guard 
the most was how young the students were as compared 
to our group from NSCC. Mainly because of maturity and 
emotional intelligence. Our group from NSCC had a range 
in ages whereas the team from TAMCC had anyone from 
18-22. They were highly intellectual and very educated, 
and it showed! When and how they spoke demanded 
such attention and respect. It was so inviting and riveting 
to simply listen to them speak. 

Also driving on mountain sides. Going REALLY fast and 
then coming to abrupt stops in order to go around 90 
degree turns so you don’t go flying off said mountain. 
That was pretty different I guess. 

James (second from right) participate in the 2017 Cultural Entrepreneurship and 
Documentation Program in Grenada in May.
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