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NSCC International Director Katie Orr with 
environmental science students in Vietnam, 
June 2008. 

W 
elcome to Passports, the first 

edition of NSCC Interna-

tional’s 

newsletter.  This news-

letter aims to inform 

NSCC students, staff, 

faculty and interna-

tional partners about 

our activities.  

 

During May and June 

alone, NSCC faculty and staff were work-

ing in Tanzania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Belize, Vietnam, the United States and 

Jamaica.  

Featured in this newsletter are pictures by 

Photography students who went on three 

student mobility programs. Read 

more about the Applied Arts and 

New Media students in the story 

about the Public Engagement 

Fund. 

 

 

 

Please share your comments with 

us at international@nscc.ca, or at our mail-

ing address below. We’d love to hear from 

you!  
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What is NSCC International? 
Education without boundaries 
 

D id you know that NSCC provides 

students with skills and compe-

tencies that meet or exceed inter-

national standards? 

 

“In a global world, international experi-

ence for NSCC is a cornerstone of us meet-

ing our mission and vision.  Whether it is 

international program-

ming, international ser-

vice learning or coop-

erative projects, the role 

of NSCC outside of 

Nova Scotia’s borders is 

a critical part of our 

future,” said Dr. Joan 

McArthur-Blair, NSCC 

President. 

 

At NSCC International, 

we are committed to 

supporting the college’s 

international goals. We 

achieve this by providing international 

learning and work experience for stu-

dents, staff and recent graduates and en-

suring there is an international compo-

nent to the curriculum. 

NSCC International works with faculty 

and staff to create valuable international 

learning opportunities for the NSCC com-

munity. Some of these opportunities are 

overseas and some happen on NSCC cam-

puses.  They include: international ex-

changes, courses, service learning, work 

placements, technical assistance and con-

sulting, research and training partnerships. 

 

International experience is a valuable addi-

tion to your portfolio. “We‘d like to in-

troduce an international 

portfolio program for stu-

dents. This will enhance em-

ployability and expand the 

horizons for each of our 

graduates - to help prepare 

them for an ever-changing 

and globalized environ-

ment,” said Katie Orr, Direc-

tor of NSCC International.  

 

We are also involved in a 

number of international co-

operation projects. These 

projects have been very successful and 

create a global identity for NSCC.  Visit 

our website for more information. 

(www.international.nscc.ca) 

 

Photo: Lara DeBruyn 

NSCC staff with partners at the Univer-
sity of Banja Luka in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. NSCC is working with an NGO 
to increase access to education for per-
sons with disabilities.  

Did you know? 

In October 2007, our name 
changed from The Centre 
for International Activities to  
NSCC International. 

Katie 
Katie Orr 

Director, NSCC International 
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Student mobility programs 
Students and faculty applying 
knowledge and skills 
worldwide 
 

T he student mobil-

ity programs for 

the 2007/08 aca-

demic year are complete. 

Student mobility pro-

grams provide students 

with international experi-

ence and help establish 

relationships for NSCC 

internationally. 

 

This year, 77 students, 

staff and faculty from nine campuses par-

ticipated in student mobility programs. 

Students came from a variety of disci-

plines, such as Tourism, Business, Radio 

and Television Arts, Screen 

Arts, Human Services and 

Photography. 

 

NSCC International provided 

the participants with health, 

safety and cultural training 

before the trip. We also work 

with faculty to ensure educa-

tional outcomes are in place. 

All of the programs were suc-

cessful in meeting their goals. 

 

Read on to learn about four of 

our 2008 student mobility pro-

grams  in Belize, Tanzania,  Costa Rica 

and Bosnia and Herzegovina.      

Tourism students in the rain for-
est in Costa Rica. 
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Belize 
• Ecotourism in Central America 
 

I n April, Tourism students and faculty 

from Akerley campus and a Photogra-

phy student from the Waterfront cam-

pus traveled to Belize.  

 

The 11 Tourism students learned how Be-

lize is balancing the growth of their tour-

ism industry while protecting the environ-

ment. The Photography student docu-

mented the learning experience. 

 

“For faculty, an opportunity like this is 

wonderful professional development and 

learning, from the pre-planning, during the 

experience and post-trip,” said Tourism 

faculty member Wendi Dewey. “It was 

amazing to watch the learning take place 

with the students on a daily basis.” 

 

Before leaving, students  researched Belize 

and found NGO partners, including 

Toledo Institute for Development and 

Environment (TIDE). 

(www.tidebelize.org) 
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NSCC Tourism student Tamara Munroe making 
tortillas in Belize. 

International Work 
Term News 

Tourism student Nadine 
Gantner went to Belize in 
April on a student mobility 
program. Her passion for 
horses and ecotourism led 
her to pursue a work term in 
Belize.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nadine will return to Belize in 
October do her work term at 
Cotton Tree Lodge where 
she will help develop their 
horse riding project. 
 
Nadine hopes to learn more 
about eco-lodges and busi-
nesses dealing with horses 
and people. She plans to 
open her own horse riding 
adventure business. 
 

Nadine Gantner learning traditional 
Mayan embroidery in Belize. 
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While in Belize, they participated in a ser-

vice learning ecotourism project. The stu-

dents were also guests in a traditional Ma-

yan community and spent Earth Day ex-

ploring a Mayan cave.  

 

“The trip is really a capstone of the stu-

dents’ two years of studying tourism and 

ecotourism, as Belize is an emerging eco- 

tourism destination. Students were sur-

rounded by living examples of what they 

studied at NSCC,” said Dewey. 

 

Plans are in the works for next year’s Tour-

ism students to go to Belize.  

Congratulations Nadine! 
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Costa Rica 
• International tourism at its best 
 

I n April, four students and two faculty 

members from the Tourism program 

at the Burridge campus went to Costa 

Rica to experience the tourism industry at 

an international level.  

 

The program was designed so students 

could compare the industry internationally 

with tourism in Canada. 

 

“I feel such a sense of honour and pride 

that NSCC recognizes the value of inter-

national activities and supports this in-

credibly important and powerful compo-

nent of our program,” said Tourism fac-

ulty member Tony Dorrian. 

 

“To see the transformative learning that 

occurs when students participate in an in-

ternational experience has provided me 

with some of the most memorable and re-

warding moments of my career as an edu-

cator,” said Dorrian.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tourism students will bring this un-

forgettable international experience to 

their future careers.  

Tourism students and faculty in Costa Rica. 

 

Katie Orr, Director of NSCC 
International, Dr. David Wool-
nough, Director of Applied 
Research and Kevin Hender-
son, Director of School of 
Fisheries, represented NSCC 
at a conference in Hanoi, Viet-
nam, June 10th - 12th.  

They delivered presentations 
and workshops with the Cen-
tre of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CRES) on topics such as 
fisheries, marine programs 
and geographic information 
systems (GIS). CRES is a 
research and training centre 
within Vietnam National Uni-
versity and a partner with 
NSCC. (www.cres.edu.vn/
English) 

The conference was headed 
by the Association of Cana-
dian Community Colleges and 
the Vietnam Association of 
Community Colleges. 

The NSCC team also explored 
potential projects for NSCC 

in Vietnam. 

Tanzania 
• Service learning in Africa 
 

F our students from Cumberland 

campus’ Human Services pro-

gram, a Photography student 

and a Screen Arts student from the 

Waterfront campus went to Tanzania 

in May to “learn by serving.” 

 

The Human Services students  deliv-

ered a workshop with NSCC Interna-

tional partner Kimara Peer Educators 

and Health Promoters in Tanzania. The 

workshop was designed by the Human 

Services students with input from Kimara 

to teach self-esteem to children with HIV 

or who have a family member with HIV.  

 

“I returned to Canada a changed person. I 

have the most confidence I’ve had my 

whole life,” said Sarah Bernard, Human 

Services student. “I was part of a team 

that facilitated a very successful self-

esteem program for kids and adults that 

don’t even speak the same language as me, 

and I owe that to NSCC.” 

 

The Photography and Screen Arts students 

recorded the trip. Their footage will be 

used to create a documentary to share 

with the NSCC community about interna-

tional development projects at NSCC. 

Human Services student Sarah Bernard talks with a peer 
health educator, a social worker and students in Tanzania. 
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Photo: Tony Dorrian 

NSCC-Vietnam  
  Partnership 
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Human Services student Jaclyn Shortt participates in a wheelchair 
training drill in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
• Solutions for persons with disabili-
ties 

 

S 
tudents, faculty and staff partici-

pated in a project for persons with 

disabilities in Bosnia and Herzego-

vina in May. 

 

In the first week, students participated in 

workshops and discussions on wheelchair 

skills training and inclusionary practices. 

During the second week, students were       

involved in the making of a documentary 

that demonstrates appropriate assistance 

techniques for persons with disabilities. 

 

“The trip that I took to Bosnia and Herze-

govina was more than just a cool trip for 

me to take; it was a life changing experi-

ence in which I learned more in two weeks 

than I had in my entire life,” said Human 

Services student Jaclyn Shortt. 

 

The documentary is a production 

of HO Partner, an NGO partner 

of NSCC in Bosnia and Herzego-

vina. (www.ho-partner.rs.sr/en/) 

The film will be used in a public 

awareness campaign.  

 

“For me, it is just so inspiring to 

be able to do what I love, taking 

photographs, and have that play a 

part in fostering relationships and 

partnerships for NSCC Interna-

tional,” said Photography stu-

dent  Lara DeBruyn. 

 

Photo: Lara DeBruyn 

The Public Engagement 
Fund Campaign 

• Coming soon to a campus near 
you! 

 

Five Applied Arts and New Media  stu-

dents filmed and photographed the work 

of Human Services and Tourism students 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belize and 

Tanzania. The footage is being made into 

documentaries by NSCC students.  

 

The documentaries will be part of  

an awareness-raising campaign about 

NSCC’s role in international develop-

ment.  

 

The funding for this project was made pos-

sible by the Canadian International Devel-

opment Agency’s Public Engagement 

Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch for the documentaries and photo 

exhibits this year on your campus. 
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Screen Arts student Charles Currie captures 
documentary footage of Mama Kiwia at Ki-
mara Peer Educators in Tanzania. 

2008 International 
Walking Challenge 
Get involved! 
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This summer, get  your 
daily dose of exercise and 
engage in a friendly compe-
tition between campuses!  
 
In May, each campus chose 
an international location 
where NSCC students par-
ticipated in 2008 student 
mobility programs, such 
as Tanzania and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. 
 
The distance from each 
campus to their chosen in-
ternational location is the 
campus goal. 
 
Participants record the dis-
tances they walk or jog and 
submit them to a campus 
representative. The kilome-
tres are added to the cam-
pus total. 
 
Contact your Health and 
Wellness representative or 
visit our website for more 
information. 


