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New Additions! 

A Strong Caribbean Partnership 
 

NSCC International and the 

School of Business are very 

pleased to announce that Jim 

Bate has accepted the term posi-

tion of Manager, International 

Learning Programs while Ashley 

Pinsent-Tobin is on maternity 

leave.  Ashley had a baby boy in 

June named Keifer.  Congratula-

tions Ashley! 

Jim is the current Academic Chair 

of Business at the Pictou Campus 

and has been with the College 

for 19 years working extensively 

in the School of Business at the 

Pictou and Truro campuses . In-

ternationally, Jim has partici-

pated in NSCC’s Field School in 

Mexico, was selected for the 

Leave for Change program, 

which took him to Malawi, and 

has worked with NSCC Interna-

tional to develop and deliver 

entrepreneurship training for 

projects in Mozambique and 

Tanzania. 

Jim’s experience as a leader at 

NSCC along with his international 

experience make him a real asset 

for NSCC International. We look 

forward to welcoming Jim to his 

new role on August 15, 2011. 

I 
n May 2011 two NSCC Information Technol-

ogy (IT) students (Adam Lucas and Ryan 

Geldart) and two IT faculty members (Dave 

Arthur and Darlene Redmond) travelled to Tanza-

nia to update and rebuild the existing IT infra-

structure at VETA Mikumi.   This was the first in-

ternational service learning project undertaken 

by NSCC International  and the School of Applied 

Arts and New Media and it was a tremendous 

success, both in terms of achieving the goals of a 

functioning and sustainable computer network, 

and in valuable learning outcomes for the NSCC 

students and faculty involved. NSCC has been working with VETA Mikumi since 2010 on a 

Canadian International Development Agency funded Education for Employment project man-

aged by the Association of Canadian Community Colleges, to improve the quality of tourism 

training offered at VETA Mikumi. Dave Arthur led the IT project design, and worked with in-

dustry partners in Nova Scotia and with NSCC to donate necessary equipment for the project, 

which included everything from tools and testing equipment to network cabling, firewalls, 

workstations, and Ethernet switches.  Learning outcomes for the students included complex 

problem solving; communication with clients from another culture, language and nationality; 

using information technology to assist in collecting, analyzing, organizing and presenting in-

formation; team work and customer service.  In each of these outcomes students had to ap-

ply their NSCC learning in a working, living and technology environment that was completely 

different from Nova Scotia.  In addition, the NSCC team worked alongside two VETA Mikumi 

staff, Chrisostm Sosthenes and Jackson Haule on the project. According to Dave Arthur, “We 

have affected the direction and opportunity of the students at VETA Mikumi, and our student 

team members.  And we have two more faculty members who will teach passionately about 

the changes that are possible and the benefits of service learning”. 

(L-R): Mr. Anthony Headley (Principal, Samuel 

Jackman Prescod Polytechnic), Mrs. Julie Martin-

dale (Registrar, SJPP) and Mr. Desmond Browne 

(Chairman of the Board, SJPP).  

NSCC International provides 

leadership for NSCC's interna-

tional activities to create a global 

outlook in our curriculum,  

student learning, and  

employee experiences. 

NSCC IT student Adam Lucas working  

hard on the IT International Service Learning  

Program  in Mikumi, Tanzania 

Barbados Delegation Visits NSCC 

N 
SCC International hosted visitors from 

Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic 

(SJPP) in Barbados earlier this year.  The 

Chairman of the Board, Principal and Registrar of 

SJPP visited the College to gain a better under-

standing of NSCC’s programs and student and 

employee services, as well as to explore future 

cooperation opportunities. Over the past couple 

of years NSCC and SJPP have developed a strong 

relationship including the recent signing of a 

Memorandum of Understanding.  This linkage 

was strengthened through recent planning meet-

ings, as well as the enrolment and graduation of 

a SJPP student from the IT Program at the Truro 

Campus.  Some areas of particular interest for 

future collaboration include renewable energy 

and energy efficiency, quality assurance and as-

sessment, online learning and opportunities for 

faculty and student exchanges.  
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A Greener Looking Future 

T 
his past winter, Madeline Kircher, 2010 graduate of the Environmental Engineering 

Technology—Water Resources program at the Waterfront Campus, won the prestig-

ious Ernst Mach Grant. The grant is an initiative of the Austrian government to en-

courage students from non-European countries to study at Austrian Universities.  Madeline 

travelled to Wels, Austria at the end of January to study at the Upper Austrian University of 

Applied Sciences (UAUAS) for one semester. This was the first time that a student from 

North America had won the grant to study at the UAUAS, an University known world-wide 

as a leader in environmental sciences and engineering. NSCC’s Department of Civil and 

Building Technologies and NSCC International assisted Madeline in applying for and accept-

ing the grant  and will continue to work with students and graduates to make more opportunities like this available in the future. This 

September, NSCC will welcome an exchange student, Alex Königseder, from UAUAS into the Environmental Engineering Technology 

program at the Waterfront Campus. “We are hoping these exchanges are only the start of a successful partnership with this institution 

and others,” says Lisa Boyle, Academic Chair, Civil and Building Technologies in the NSCC School of Trades and Technology. 

A 
 group of five first–year students and one faculty member (Helen 

Graham, Marconi Campus), representing the NSCC School of Busi-

ness, recently returned from the Netherlands where they completed 

a three-week summer school program entitled “Doing Business in Europe”.  

This pilot program was organized by several business schools at the Hanze 

University of Applied Sciences in Groningen.  The program consisted of a 

combination of academic sessions, professional site visits (to companies in 

Groningen, Amsterdam and Bremen, Germany) and cultural activities.  Stu-

dents learned about different aspects of doing business in countries of the 

European Union, such as marketing, management, accounting and legal is-

sues. This was the first summer program of this kind offered at Hanze Uni-

versity and it received a very high approval rating from all participants. 

T 
he Energy Efficiency in the Built Environment (EEBE) project was officially 

launched this year with the first exchange of NSCC and Holland College students 

and faculty hosted for three weeks at the Hanze University of Applied Sciences 

Groningen in the Netherlands.   The goal of the project is to give students the practical 

skills and international context required to take a leadership role in significantly improv-

ing energy efficiency practices in the build environment industry. 

“The faculty and students learned a great deal about project based learning, the differ-

ences and similarities between our partner institutions, energy efficiency in the built 

environment and about the Netherlands” said Peter Rosvall, NSCC Faculty member in 

Civil and Building Technologies. “More importantly we all made strong connections, this 

was clear among the students who spent three weeks living and working together”. 

The EEBE project is led by NSCC in partnership with the Hanze University, the Institute of Technology Carlow (Ireland) and Holland Col-

lege in Canada and is a three year (2010-2013) student and faculty exchange program funded by the Government of Canada and the 

European Union.    For the first exchange, NSCC students and faculty from NSCC’s Civil Building Technologies arrived with counterparts 

from Holland College and IT Carlow to work with their Dutch hosts on a project based learning approach to solving energy efficiency 

design challenges. A team of Screen Arts and Photography students and faculty from NSCC travelled with the EEBE group for part of 

their time to document the project  The next EEBE exchange will be held at NSCC in October, and there are plans for other spin-off 

benefits from the project including a Hanze University/NSCC project based learning workshop at NSCC, term exchanges for civil engi-

neering students between Hanze University and NSCC,  and has led to other projects and exchanges with the NSCC School of Business 

and the Hanze School of Facility Management and International Marketing. 

Doing Business in Europe 

NSCC participants in the 2011 Summer School Program in 

front of the head office of Philips in Amsterdam before 

meeting the CEO of this large company. 

NSCC Grad Wins Grant to Study Abroad 

Photo: Keenan Goddard-Donovan, NSCC Photography Student 

EEBE students from Canada, the Netherlands and  

Ireland in Groningen in March 2011 


