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WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Peru

Discover the amazing work NSCC employees
are doing around the globe

In October, Ashley Pinsent-Tobin (NSCC International)
and Wilber Menendez Sanchez (School of Access,
Waterfront Campus), travelled to Lima, Peru to
participate in the Education for Employment (EFE)
Forum with Niagara College. NSCC, Niagara College
and the Centro de Formacion Agricola Moquegua
in Peru work together on the Peru Viticulture and
Oenology Project, a Colleges and Institutes Canada
project funded by the Government of Canada
which started in 2015. Ashley and Wilber partnered
with Mary Kilmer on a presentation about making
competency-based education and training accessible
and meaningful to learners.

Austria
This past October a small delegation from NSCC
visited our partners in Austria, the Upper Austria
University of Applied Sciences (AUAS). Etienne
Mfoumou, NSCC Applied Research Scientist, and
Zoran Kondali, NSCC International participated in a
one-day conference in Linz that connected companies
with researchers and educational institutions. “NSCC
and AUAS have been collaborating on exchanges of
students, faculty and researchers since 2010, and it
is great to develop plans with them to increase the
number and subject areas for the exchanges” said
Zoran Kondali.

NSCC and ISUR representatives work with local women entrepreneurs
for an upcoming International Learning Program.

t

NSCC visits the University of Applied Sciences Upper Austria to explore
future partnership opportunities.

And also in Peru but in the beautiful city of Arequipa,
a project planning and design mission with
institutional partner Instituto del Sur (ISUR) took place
in December. Luella Chiasson, School of Business
faculty, Waterfront Campus joined NSCC International
to plan the upcoming student program (April 2017)
in which six NSCC students will collaborate with
ISUR students on an entrepreneurship project. The
“Women in Entrepreneurship Program” will comprise
of the development of workshops on topics such as
Continued

computer skills, leadership and business planning.
There will also be business visits, cultural excursions
and a lot of learning about the similarities and
differences of entrepreneurship in Nova Scotia and
Peru. The workshops will be delivered to a group
of women entrepreneurs selected for ISUR’s “100
women project”. The project’s purpose is to support
these women, most who come from lower social and
economic classes, in growing a small business.
“There is something so humbling about travelling, yet
it builds up my spirit and makes me believe I can
accomplish anything. I love working for an institution
that provides me the opportunities to learn and creates
the opportunities for my students to grow and learn.
Looking forward to April 2017!”

Tanzania
In November, School of Business faculty members
Anne McDonah (Pictou Campus) and Amy Savoury
(Kingstec Campus) travelled to Tanzania to delivery
on a short course in entrepreneurship with Tanzanian
counterparts from the VETA Hotel and Tourism Training
Institute (VHTTI). New Venture Development and
Design was a three-day workshop delivered to a group
of almost 30 participants, all who are teachers by
day but looking to supplement their income by either
starting a new small business or growing an existing
one. The end goal was to produce a business plan or
at least the beginning of one and the results were very
successful.

NSCC faculty collaborate with colleagues from the VETA Hotel and Tourism
Training Institute on an entrepreneurship workshop in Arusha, Tanzania

“The feedback we received from the students was all
positive, except that they would have liked the course
to last longer. What a learning experience for us to
be facilitating in a classroom where not everyone
was comfortable with English; however, the language
barrier was not insurmountable and we managed to
understand one another,” said Anne McDonah on the
experience. “What I have learned through my travels,
both personally and with NSCC, is how different
people aren’t. We are them. They are us. If we open
our hearts and minds to the diversity in the world, we
will learn how much the same we really are and how
much we can learn from one another.”
This short course was the second to be developed
through the NSCC/VHTTI partnership on the Improving
Skills Training for Employment Program (ISTEP) project
funded by Global Affairs Canada and managed by
Colleges and Institutes Canada. The project’s goal is
to create a new diploma program in Tour Operations
at VHTTI. The first short course Exceeding Customer
Expectations was delivered last June and a third
course on Supervisory Management will be conducted
in May 2017.

BEST OF THE B.E.S.T.
CONFERENCE 2017
“What happens when you have 2 Ministers, 1 mayor,
20+ institutional representatives and private sector
partners, and over 200 international students in
one place… the BEST (Building Employment and
Successful Transitions) Conference!” – Chantal Brine,
Venor
The 3rd annual 2017 B.E.S.T. Conference took
place February 4th and was a resounding success.
International students from universities and NSCC
campuses across the province participated in practical
training to better position themselves to enter the
job market. Students were warmly welcomed to the
conference by Nova Scotia Minister of Immigration
Lena Diab, Minister of Labour and Advanced Education
Kelly Regan, and Halifax Mayor Mike Savage.

NSCC students Asash Pandey and Maria Cecilia Jorge Maciel enjoy the 2017
B.E.S.T conference. Akash was also the winner of the Pitch Competition!

Over 40 NSCC international students participated in
the conference, which is a unique partnership between
NSCC, MSVU, Edunova, Venor Youth Employment
and this year, Scotiabank (who have joined as
lead sponsor). Another new addition for this year’s
conference was the participation of the cohort of
50 “Stay in Nova Scotia” students (including 5 NSCC
students) from across the province. The study and stay
in Nova Scotia program managed by Edunova provides
enhanced support for international students to launch
a successful career in Nova Scotia after graduation.

Our ambassadors are (from Left): Laura Loiseau, Boulanger program,
Akerley Campus; Mohammad Al Masalama, Tourism Management,
Akerley Campus; Cecilia Maciel, Business Administration, Waterfront
Campus; Erica Meus-Saunders, Screen Arts, Waterfront Campus; Akash
Pandey, Graphic & Print Production, Waterfront Campus; and Ben Smith,
Screen Arts, Waterfront Campus.

The annual Christmas Party for international students
was held on December 14 at the Akerley Campus.
The event was planned and organized by Tourism
Management students in the Festival & Events class
and the delicious food was made by Culinary Arts
students. The party was a great way to end the
semester and celebrate the holiday season.

“I too, want to echo the appreciation for this event.
I am very impressed by the dedication and studentcentric focus that all of you all bring to the table
and I look forward to continue working with you
in the future!” -Jeffrey R. Taylor, Ph.D., Associate
Vice President, Applied Research, Innovation and
International, NSCC.
Intl Students xmas party.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
AMBASSADORS
NSCC International is piloting an International Student
Ambassador program at the Akerley and Waterfront
Campuses this year. The goal of this program is to
make international and immigrant students at these
campuses feel welcome and included in campus and
community life.

What happens when
you have 2 Ministers,
1 mayor, 20+ institutional
representatives and
private sector partners,
and over 200 international
students in one place…
the BEST conference.

STUDENT VOICE
What is your name? Mohammad Al Masalma
Do you have any nicknames? My close friends
call me Juanito (Spanish) or Hamouda
Where are you from: I am from Syria, from a city
called Daraa in the south of Syria
What and where are/were you studying? I have
an English literature degree from Damascus University,
Syria. Now I am studying Tourism Management
at NSCC.
Favourite activity you’ve done in Nova Scotia?
Since I’ve been here I’ve done different things from
going to Hockey games, visiting different tourist
sights, but my favorite thing until now is hiking.
Favourite food in Nova Scotia? I had always heard
about poutine before I came here but garlic fingers is
now my favorite meal.

Mohammad Al Masalma is NSCC’s first sponsored student through the WUSC
Student Refugee Program

What do you find most different between Nova
Scotia and home? The whole life is different for me,
from school, public transit and the culture.
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