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A Truly International Learning Experience
2nd Annual Doing Business in Europe Summer School

A

t the end of May, a group of nine NSCC students crossed the Atlan c Ocean for a
summer school on interna onal business prac ces hosted by the Hanze University
of Applied Sciences Groningen in the north of the Netherlands. This is the second
consecu ve year NSCC has par cipated in the Doing Business in Europe Summer Program
and this year the students were part of a larger group of 20 par cipants from
Canada, the United States, Belarus, Ecuador, Georgia and Rwanda. “I not only learned
about interna onal business, I learned about culture and diversity as well. We have class‐
mates from all over the world that are sharing their experiences and their way of life with
us. Our professors come from every part of Europe and are so full of knowledge and expe‐
rience. I am grateful to be able to learn from them,” says NSCC Business Administra on
student Katrina Harris.
Past Doing Business in Europe par cipant Robyn Wilkie (current Interna onal Business
student) was so impressed with her experience last summer she applied for a posi on to
help coordinate this year’s program. Wilkie worked with Hanze University of Applied Sci‐
ences to implement ac vi es for the students, a end business excursions and social ac v‐
i es with the group and was available to the students throughout the program to answer
ques ons. “It’s one thing to read books and a end lectures, but experience is what devel‐
ops and enhances our understanding of the global environment. I appreciate that I’ve had
the opportunity to both par cipate as a student and work as a coordinator for the summer
school here at Hanze,” claims Wilkie.

NSCC Employees with
a Global Outlook
In May, NSCC Interna onal had the
opportunity to work with several
NSCC employees to present a session
a t the annual Faculty and Profession‐
al Support Conference in Truro. All
presenters have been involved in vari‐
ous Interna onal Learning Programs
through the college over the past sev‐
eral years. Ed Wohlmuth (Health and
Human Services faculty at the Truro
Campus), Darlene Redmond (IT faculty
at the Truro Campus), Sco McKellar
(Tourism faculty at the Akerley Cam‐
pus), Cynthia Rogers (Mechanical En‐
gineering Technology faculty at the
Waterfront Campus) and Tina D’En‐
tremont (Student Services Counselor
at the Burridge Campus) shared sto‐
ries depic ng the value of their inter‐
na onal experience both personally
and professionally. Director of NSCC
Interna onal, Ka e Orr felt the ses‐
sion was extremely successful. “These
employees have travelled to places
such as Vietnam, Ghana, China, Belize,
Tanzania and Ireland and have had
tremendous learning experiences.
Being able to share that learning with
students and employees is a benefit
to us all,” says Orr.

CONTACT US
Doing Business in Europe Summer Program par cipants
in the Netherlands, June 2012

NSCC Interna onal Business
Grad Robyn Wilkie (right) with
NSCC Dean of Business Sheri
McKillop in 2011

SCAN US!
Scan the QR code with your smart phone and
go directly to our Facebook page where you
will find all kinds of informa on on
interna onal ac vi es at NSCC!

NSCC Interna onal
5685 Leeds St.
Halifax, Nova Sco a
B3K 2T3, Canada
Ph: +1.902.491.3387
Fax: +1.902.491.1662
interna onal@nscc.ca
www.interna onal.nscc.ca

JOIN OUR FACEBOOK
FAN PAGE TODAY!
(www.facebook.com/nsccinterna onal)

AND
FOLLOW OUR BLOG!
(www.nscc‐intl.travellerspoint.com)
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International Tourism in Belize

T

en students and two faculty from three diﬀerent
campuses embarked on an interna onal tourism
study tour of Belize in May of 2012. NSCC tourism
faculty Wendi Dewey (Akerley) and Adam Rumsey
(Pictou) guided the group on a two‐week journey involving
many learning experiences in rela on to the tourism indus‐
try, culture, nature and heritage of Belize. With the support
of local partner organiza on TIDE Tours, the group was able
to par cipate in a variety of ac vi es including scaling Ma‐
yan ruins; exploring jungles, caves and botanical gardens;
visi ng tradi onal villages and mee ng the Mayan people;
and experiencing a local cacao fes val. “Overall it’s been an
amazing, crazy, life‐changing experience in Belize for two
weeks and I can’t imagine doing this with any other group of
people,” expressed Rachel Smith (Tourism Management
Student, Pictou Campus).

NSCC Tourism Management students and faculty take a moment to pose in
Punta Gorda Belize during the study tour in May 2012

“My interna onal experiences have opened my
mind globally and given me the opportunity to
enter the workforce with confidence.”
Anna Keys, Construc on Management Graduate 2012
Energy Eﬃciency in the Built Environment Exchange
in Ireland and at NSCC par cipant

Exchanging Energy Efficient Ideas

T

he third exchange of the Energy Eﬃciency in the Built Environ‐
ment (EEBE) project was another success as NSCC students and
faculty travelled to Carlow, Ireland for three weeks in February/
March 2012. Anna Keys (Construc on Management student), Fin
MacDonald (Energy Sustainability Engineering Technology student), Josh
Murray (Electrical Engineering Technology student), Ma Bordian
(Architectural Technology student), Sarah Mitchell (Construc on Manage‐
ment student) and Cynthia Rogers (Mechanical Engineering Technology
faculty) represented the college working with students and faculty from
Holland College (PEI) and the Ins tute of Technology Carlow (Ireland).
Using a project‐based learning approach, the students worked in groups
on an assignment trying to reduce energy consump on in order to reach
“PassiveHaus” standards in a residen al home. “The EEBE program was
truly the highlight of my educa onal experience this year. It brought a
level of understanding to the built environment’s challenges and project
management that no classroom could have,” said NSCC par cipant Fin
MacDonald. The EEBE program is a three year Canada/EU (funded by the
Canadian Government and the European Union) project exchanging stu‐
dents and faculty between four partner ins tu ons in Canada, Ireland and
the Netherlands. The next EEBE exchange takes place at Holland College in
October of 2012.

NSCC students Anna Keys (far le ) and Ma Bordian
(far right) during the EEBE exchange in Ireland

SCAN US!
Scan the QR code with your smart phone and
go directly to our Twi er page where you will
find all kinds of informa on on interna onal
ac vi es at NSCC!
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NSCC Faculty Cook up Success in Vietnam

T

wo more NSCC employees took a “Leave for Change” this summer.
Sean Ke ley, Culinary Arts faculty at Akerley and Harrie e Schu‐
macher‐Cain, Hospitality and Tourism faculty also at the Akerley
Campus, were selected to spend three weeks of their summer vaca‐
on working at the Hoa Sua School for Disadvantaged Youth in Hanoi, Vi‐
etnam. “I had an amazing experience, and my only regret was that I could
not stay longer than three weeks. I would have loved to work longer with
the wonderful people I met in Hanoi, and at Hoa Sua,” said Ke ley a er his
return from South East Asia. So far, NSCC (a collabora on between Organi‐
za onal Learning and NSCC Interna onal) and partner organiza on UNITER‐
RA have sent eleven employees on short‐term assignments abroad over the
past four years. “This program has been a tremendous success. Par cipants
are able to take their knowledge and skills outside of the college and the
learning they bring back with them is invaluable,” says NSCC Interna onal
Director, Ka e Orr.

Sean Ke ley, pictured here with culinary students at the
Hoa Sua School for Disadvantaged Youth, in Hanoi Vietnam

Caribbean Exchange
Students at NSCC

Read All About It!
Bringing E-Books to Tanzania

F

inal phase ac vi es for the “Building
Capacity in Tourism and Hospitality
Training” project at partner ins tu‐
on VETA Mikumi in Tanzania included
bringing electronic resources to the rural
campus NSCC Director of Library Services,
Andrea Stewart, was joined by representa‐
NSCC Director of Library Services, Andrea Stewart
ves from the South Shore Public Libraries
with VETA Mikumi Tour Guiding instructor Patrick
Kipinga in June
on her journey to Tanzania in June with the
goals of tes ng the accessibility of electron‐
ic resources from their respec ve library systems and to provide training on Internet
research techniques. “The exis ng library at VETA Mikumi consists of a small collec on
of print materials which do not adequately support the students and faculty at the pre‐
sent me,” says Stewart. “In regards to collec ons, NSCC Library Services and the South
Shore Public Libraries inves gated expanding access to a wider range of resources by
connec ng VETA Mikumi to electronic resources (e‐books, e‐journals and open educa‐
onal resources) per nent to their curriculum.” In addi on to tes ng and trouble‐
shoo ng the accessibility of e‐resources, the team helped in se ng up English as a se‐
cond language training so ware in the Language Lab and provided training sessions on
downloading e‐books, evalua ng resources on the Internet and a demonstra on on the
Blackberry Playbook tablet. The tablets were presented to the faculty for use as a sup‐
port in their teaching. “I’m pleased to
say we were successful in achieving our
outcomes for this visit and have come
away from the experience with a great‐
er apprecia on of the challenges the
campus faces in terms of Internet con‐
nec vity,” said Stewart upon her return Scan the QR code with your smart phone and
to NSCC. With the alloca on of bridge
go directly to our Blog where you will find
funding for the project, the library team
stories from NSCC students and faculty!
hopes to con nue their work with VETA
Mikumi in the future.

SCAN US!

NSCC Interna onal was once again
successful in accessing Government
of Canada scholarship funding for
students from the Caribbean to
come to Nova Sco a and study at
NSCC during the 2011/12 academic
year. Two students from Samuel
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic in
Barbados have completed the se‐
cond year of the IT Program at the
Truro Campus, while another two
students from the Sir Arthur Lewis
Community College in St Lucia
a ended the Akerley Campus study‐
ing in the second year of the Tour‐
ism Management Program. Over
the past four years a total of 15
students from the Caribbean have
come to NSCC with the support of
this program. The purpose of the
Canada – CARICOM Leadership
Scholarship Program is to strength‐
en linkages between ins tu ons in
Canada and to provide mutually
beneficial learning opportuni es for
students and employees. This pro‐
gram is managed by the Canadian
Bureau for Interna onal Educa on.
Two more students from Barbados
will be studying IT in Truro during
the 2012/13 Academic year.
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NSCC Opens its Doors to the World
A focus on the 2012 World Congress of the World Federation of Colleges and Polytechnics

I

n May, hundreds of educators from around the world came to
Halifax to par cipate in the 2012 World Congress. NSCC hosted
this event in collabora on with the Associa on of Canadian
Community Colleges (ACCC) and World Federa on of Colleges and
Polytechnics (WFCP). Events included a pre‐congress tour of the
Nova Sco a Agricultural College (NSAC) and a “Por olio Learning
Café” at the NSCC Truro Campus, two panels of students from
NSCC and NSAC on the value of interna onal learning for college
students, and an amazing celebra on at the NSCC Waterfront
Campus featuring NSCC music student performers. Feedback from
par cipants was overwhelmingly posi ve and many were im‐
pressed with what NSCC has to oﬀer. “This session was very inspir‐
ing and added value but also helped us to realize the transforma‐
ve aspect of learning,” said Marcia Row‐Amonde, principal of the
Voca onal Training Development Ins tute in Jamaica and a par ci‐
pant of the pre‐congress Por olio Learning Café in Truro. “It gave
us some prac cal tools and ideas about adult learning. Today, the
human condi on came out and it focused on who we are as edu‐
cators . We got a chance to reflect on our role as educators and
the importance of transforming ourselves as well.”

NSCC Business Administra on Graduate, Nicolas Mendoza,
during the 2012 World Congress of the World
Federa on of Colleges and Polytechnics

“The process of developing the skills
required to be successful in the global
economy requires talented people with
educa on, training and experience.”

Nicolas Mendoza
NSCC Business Administra on Graduate 2012
World Congress Keynote Speaker and Panelist

NSCC and NSAC students par cipate in a panel discussion on the value and
impact of interna onal exchanges. Anna Keys , 2012 Construc on Manage‐
ment Grad and par cipant of the Energy Eﬃciency in the Built Environment
Exchange to Ireland and Nicolas Mendoza, 2012 Business Administra on
Grad and par cipant of the 2011 Doing Business in Europe Summer Program
in the Netherlands, both contributed to the panel.

NSCC Interna onal
provides leadership for NSCC's interna onal
ac vi es to create a global outlook in our
curriculum, student learning, and
employee experiences.

A

highlight of the congress was NSCC 2012 Business Ad‐
ministra on graduate Nicolas Mendoza delivering the
keynote address at the Congress (with former Mexican
President Vincente Fox) speaking about his journey from Colum‐
bia to Canada and his experience at NSCC including par cipa ng
in the 2011 Doing Business in Europe program. “Delivering the
speech was one of those unforge able moments in life because
of the posi ve response from the audience. I had to confess that
it was in mida ng presen ng to an important group of guests
and delegates that crowded the conven on centre, but I proved
to myself that NSCC students are well prepared to deal with this
type of situa on,” said Mendoza in a blog post following his
World Congress experience. To read more about Nicolas’ experi‐
ence and from other NSCC Interna onal Alumnus who par cipat‐
ed in the Congress, check out the NSCC Interna onal Blog at
www.nscc‐intl.travellerspoint.com.

